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Kindergarten Families

Welcome to kindergarten at Ecole St. Mary School. We are very excited for the
upcoming school year, as it will be an adventurous time filled with many exciting
successes. The information below is full of important details that wil help you prepare to
enter kindergarten.

Getting Ready

Kindergarten is full of transitions. Here are some suggestions fo help your child get ready
for the beginning of Kindergarten:

e Talk fo your child about how exciting it is going to be in Kindergarten and of all the
fun activities that he/she may do.

Have your child’s vision and hearing checked.

Help your child become independent with bathroom procedures.

Develop a consistent bedfime and morning schedule.

Provide your child with opportfunities fo socialize with other children. This will help
with taking turns, interacting with other children and sharing.

e Have your child practice identifying and printing his/her name.

Important Dates

One-on-One Meetings: Tuesday, September 3 —Thursday, September 5, 2024

Each child has been given their own special time to meet with his or her new teacher.
The meeting will provide an opportunity for your child to become familiar with the
school, the kindergarten classroom, and the teacher. This will ease the fransition for
your child into their new surroundings and will provide a positive first impression of school
life. The meeting schedule is attached. This meeting is mandatory, so please contact
your child's teacher if the arranged fime does nof work.

Please bring your classroom supplies fo these meetings!
Monday, September 9th

First day of class! The entire class will attend Kindergarten together on Monday,
September 9th. Please see the school calendar attached for important dates such as
holidays and other school closures.

Thursday, June 12th

Last day of school for kindergarten children.



Please Be Punctual

o French Immersion/English Kindergarten program hours are 8:00a.m. - 11:10a.m.
Kindergarten students will enter using the exterior doors closest to their classroom.
Doors will open at 7:45a.m; students must wait outside until this time. Please make
every effort to have your child arrive on time. Should you arrive late, you must
stop at the office to obtain a late slip.

Pick Up

No child will be permitted fo leave the school with an unauthorized person (someone
not on the pickup list) unless you notify the office. Children in the Boys and Girls Club
should contact the program leader regarding pick up.

Wearing Appropriate Clothing

* Each day your child will have the opportunity to participate in a variety of
activities, many of which are messy.

e Comfortable, easily washed clothes, which permit freedom of movement, are
recommended.

e Students are also required to have suitable clothing fo go outdoors in any
weather.

e Physical Education will take place every day. When Physical Education is held in
the gym, your child will need running shoes. Please make sure your child has
running shoes every day and that they are capable of putting them on by
themselves. We recommend leaving a pair of running shoes at school, labeled
with your child's name.

Stay Irformed

Please sign up for the school and classroom Remind/dojo accounts. This is where you
will receive important information such as school closure days, special days, and field
trips. More information will be shared in September.

Snacks

Please provide your child with a healthy snack-size portion of food to eat during the
kindergarten program. If your child stays for the Boys and Girls Club, please send lunch.
The Boys and Girls Club will provide an afternoon snack and on any full days will
provide a morning snack and afternoon snack. You may need to show your child
which food is for snack time and which is for lunch time. Separating the meals may be
necessary at the beginning until your child becomes familiar with the routine. Children
are required to bring labeled water bottles so that they can enjoy water with their
snack. Parent(s)/guardian(s) are responsible for washing the bottles. Please help your
child make healthy snack choices and avoid sending junk food.



Support a Healthy Classroom

For the health of your child and the other children in the class, your child is required fo
stay home if they are sick. Please notify the office (403)327-3098 it your child will not be
attending school.

Backpacks and Communication Folder

Please check your child's backpack every day. Itis helpful for your child to have their
school bag with them every day to carry pictures, school work and the communication
folder. The communication folder will contain messages from the school as well as the
Kindergarten program. Backpacks must be clearly labeled.

Read with your Child

Beginning in October, we will be going to the library once a week. Your child will be
allowed to take out 1-2 books. Children who have returned the previous week's books
will have the opportunity fo sign out new books. If you do not speak English at home,
read to your child in the language you are most comfortable with. Reading in any
language will be a great benefit to your child.

Field Trips

A regular part of the kindergarten program is to participate in field rips throughout the
year. While we hope that this will confinue, we await more information from both our
board office and Alberta Education. Assuming all activities will confinue as they have
in the past, we are asking each child to pay $55. This fee will be used to cover bus costs
and program fees. Each field trip typically costs $100 for transportation and $40 in
program fees.

Please pay by the end of September using the School Cash Online system. More
information will be provided.

If you have any further guestions or concerns, please contact the school at 403-327-
3098.

Sincerely,

Your kindergarten teachers

Mme Michelle Campmans, Mme Pauline Eudes and Mrs. Angela Court



L5 SCHOOL SUPPLY LIST

Kindergarten 202472025 Quantity v
|
Hilroy White Studio Coil Sketch Book w/ Perforated 1 |
Header (9" x12") - 30 sheets |
Expo Fine Dry Erase Markers 1box of 12 J
|
School Start Exercise Book - 1/2 Plain -1/2 Interlined (7 o
1/8"x91/8")-72 pages
UHU Glue Stick-21g 4
Scotch Magic Tape with Dispenser (19mm x 21.5m) 2
Plastic or Fabric Band-Aids 1box of 30 ‘\
Facial Tissue (2 Ply) - 126 Sheets 4 boxes J
Large Zipper (10" x 12") Freezer Bags (14 Bags) 1box
Sandwich Zipper Bags (6" x 6") - 50 bags 1box
While the above items do not need to be labeled, the items below
should be labeled and your child should be able to use them
independently
| |
Full size backpack (labeled) 1
Lunch kit (labeled) B L 1
/ White-soled running shoes (labeled) i f
4‘ p— _ 74| i
Water Bottle (labeled) 1 ﬁ@&
)FT‘, ’ ~ |




Dear Parents/Guardians: n Back to School with School Start

Your teachers at Ecole St. Mary's School are excited to offer the opportunity to purchase quality standardized school
supplies through School Start for the 2024/2025 school year. This process will save you both time and money.

YOU CAN ORDER ANYTIME; however,

THE EARLIER YOU ORDER
THE MORE YOU CAN WIN!! ' "ivy

]
' ORDER by June 13, 2024 th
W
3

«/ BE ENTERED TO WIN A $500 GROCERY CARD!

e
ORDER by July 18, 2024: x2 gs@\g%g@\gs@\@)

«/ BE ENTERED TO WIN A $1,000 CASH!

F

MISSED the above order dates? IT’S OKAY! YOU CAN ORDER
«/ ANYTIME FOR YOUR CHILD’S BACK TO SCHOOL SUPPLY KIT!

*Order by June 13, 2024 and you will be entered into both draws. Two winners per draw.
Winners will be announced on our School Start Facebook and Instagram pages.

3 WAYS TO ORDER:

ONLINE: You can place your order online at www.schoolstart.ca.
Our site is best compatible with Firefox or Chrome.

PHONE: You can call our customer service centre at 1-800-580-1868 to place your order over the phone.
EMAIL: You can print and fill out the order form and return to our office via email to: info@schoolstart.ca.

2 Delivery Options:

- HOME: The supplies will be packaged and delivered directly to your house. If you have a P.O. Box, please use
your 911 address. Because the kit (s) are delivered to your home, you will have the ability to:

@ Pre-label your child’s supplies
Add supplies to your order for home use or for your child in another school

@
= SCHOOL: The supplies will be packaged and delivered directly to the school in August before your child arrives,
labeled with their name on the School Start Package.

*Any orders placed after July 31st, will be delivered to your home.

Thank you for your support!

‘ OUR CALL CENTRE IS AVAILABLE if you have any questions or need any assistance ordering online: 1-800-580-1868
@ www.schoolstart.ca | info@schoolstart.ca | Ph: 1-800-580-1868



‘ Ly Ecole St. Mary's School
Lethbridge, Alberta

P School Start o

Back to School with School Start

Starter Package

Qty. Description Qty. Description

1 Hilroy White Studio Coil Sketch Book w/ Perforated Header (9" x 12") - 30 sheets 2 School Start Exercise Book - 1/2 Plain - 1/2 Interlined (7 1/8" x 9 1/8") - 72 pages

1 Crayola Bold Washable Broad Line Markers - 10 pack 4 UHU Glue Stick - 21 g.

Cost of Starter Package $21.62

Items required by teacher and to be ordered if you do not already have them

Description Qty. Req'd Price Qty. Ordered Subtotal

Scotch Magic Tape Dispenser (19mm x 21.5m) 2 4.48 -

Plastic Bandages - 30 1 7.83

Royale Facial Tissue (2 Ply) - 126 Sheets 4 2.31

Paper Towel Roll 2 3.13

Large Zipper (10" x 12") Freezer Bags (14 Bags) 1 7.46

Sandwich Zipper Bags (6" x 6") - 50 bags 1 3.55
| Cost of Required Items (prices include tax) $ |
| Shipping $4.50 |
| Total Cost (Starter Package + Required Items + Shipping) (prices include tax) $ |

Contact Info / Payment

Student Name (label to appear on supply box) Phone Number Email (summer contact info)

By Credit Card Payment: I:l Visa I:l Mastercard l:l Cheque (made payable to: School Start)

Card Number Cvwv Expiry Date | $

Amount

Name as it appears on card Signature

schoolstart.ca | 1-800-580-1868 | info@schoolstart.ca
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ECOLE ST. MARY SCHOOL - 2024/2025

CHECKLIST FOR A SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL YEAR

Have all forms required for registration been given to the school office?
o Birth and Baptismal certificates and emergency contacts. (Canadian Citizenship Documents)
o Transportation Registration — needs to be completed online through your parent Powerschool
Portal before June 30, 2024

When is the first day of school for Grade | to Grade 6 students?
o September 3+, 2024

When is the first day of school for Kindergarten and Pre-Kindergarten Programs?
o Kindergarten - September 9th, 2024
o Pre-Kindergarten — September 9th, 2024

What time does school start for Kindergarten to Grade 6 students?
o The first bell rings at 8:00 a.m. The students should be in their classrooms at this time.

What time do Kindergarten and Early Learning Programs start and finish in the morning? Kinderplay in
the afternoon?

o Kindergarten starts at 8:00 a.m. Kindergarten finishes at I I:10a.m Monday to Thursday. There
is NO Kindergarten on Fridays.

o Students must be picked up from their teachers pick up location at |1:10am unless other
arrangements have been made.

o Kindercare operates Monday to Thursday | I:10am to 6:00pm and is ran by the Boys & Girls
Club of Lethbridge. On Fridays it will run from 6:45am to 6:00pm. Contact them directly for
inquiries and details. 403-327-6423.

o Early Learning starts at 8:15 and ends at | |:15am Monday to Thursday. There is no ELP on
Fridays.

Will your student be late?
o Prior to 7:45 a.m.,, please leave a message on our answering machine if your child will be late for
any reason. The answering machine is available from 3:45 p.m. until 7:45 a.m. every day. After
7:45 a.m. you may leave a message with the office staff. You can also leave messages during the
day if office staff are busy and miss your call.
o Your student MUST STOP at the office to pick up an Admit to Class slip upon their arrival.
Will your student be absent from school due to illness, appointments or holidays?
o To excuse your student’s absence, prior to 7:45 a.m. please |leave a message on our answering
machine. After 7:45 a.m., leave a message with the office staff.
o If the school has not been contacted by the parent, the school is required by Alberta Education
to contact parents and emergency contacts to confirm the student’s absence.
o This task is done after the morning attendance and again after the afternoon attendance.

What are your students doing for lunch? Lunch and recess will be rotated in 2 groups. Lunch time is
12-1pm.
o Most students bring a bag lunch. There are NO microwaves.
o Students are not allowed to leave the school grounds over the lunch hour. If you wish to take
your child out for lunch, you must come to the office and sign them out.
o There is no Canteen at school. Students are required to bring their own lunches.

What are your students going to wear?
o Review the dress code in your handbook or on the school website esm.holyspirit.ab.ca



http://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/st.mary

Does your student have any new health or other problems that may have developed over the summer
that will affect the school day?
o Does the office know about any health-related conditions, or is an appointment necessary to
discuss them?
o Does your child require medication be taken at school? If so, have all required medical forms
been completed for the current year and given to the office. These can be found on the website.
o Medication may not be administered to students until all forms are completed by the parent
and physician.

Does your student know where he or she is going after school? Do they know how they will get there?
o The school will receive current bus routes in early September and whenever changes are made.
You may check www.holyspirit.ab.ca under schools, transportation for updated information.
o Bus maps will be available in the office and online at www.southland.ca/lethbridge
Are you picking them up?
o Your student will be waiting outside at their designated zone door.
o There is no supervision after 3:10 p.m. Students cannot stay at school waiting for their ride.
o If your plans change, contact the school office before 2:00 p.m. so we may contact the teacher
and your student in their classroom.

Do they know what bus they will be taking?

o If your student is in the younger grades, will someone be there to meet them at the bus stop?
The school bus drivers will not let Kindergarten to Grade 2 students off the bus unless there is
someone to meet them.

o Please inform your child’s teacher their bus number and stop number. This will be assigned to
you AFTER you complete the Transportation Registration form.

o For those who need the bus on the first day of school, it is the Parent’s responsibility to find
their bus stop at Southland.ca

o Bus passes are handed out at the end of September as riders are confirmed.

If you are not there when your student arrives at home, do they know who will be responsible for them,
what the rules are and how to get Emergency help?

Does the school have your updated address and home, work and cell phone numbers that may have
changed since last school year?
o If your information changes throughout the year please contact the school AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE. It is vital that your information be current in case of an emergency.

Does your child have their home phone number and your emergency numbers written in their school
agenda? Backpack? Lunch kit?
o If your child’s class is using agenda’s they will receive the agenda on the first day of school.
o The agenda is an excellent aid to parent/teacher communication. The teacher will use it to send
information home and the parents may use it to correspond with the teacher throughout the
year. Please check your child’s agenda every day if they have one.

Did you order school supplies from School Start?
o School Start delivers to your house directly.

Fees are due by September 30, 2024. All fees are to be paid via
School Cash Online.


http://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/

2024/2025 - ECOLE ST. MARY SCHOOL BELL SCHEDULE

Monday — Thursday Friday

7:45 AM DOORS OPEN 7:45 AM DOORS OPEN
8:00 AM FIRST BELL 8:00 AM FIRST BELL

3:00 DISMISSAL BELL 12:30 PM DISMISSAL BELL

Kindergarten: 8:00am — 11:10am Mon-Thurs
ELP 8:15am — 11:15am Mon-Thurs

There will be no supervision after school so please inform
the office if you are going to be late.

Ecole St. Mary School Website

Our monthly newsletter is published on our website: esm.holyspirit.ab.ca under Resources &
Publications — Newsletter. You may read the monthly newsletter online, via email - through
School Messenger.

We will have a NEW website format/layout for the 2024-2025 school year.

We encourage parents to view and get to know our website as there are many features to
better serve our ESM families. For the most up to date events and any changes please refer to
the website Calendar.




HOLY SPIRIT EL/JH LETHBRIDGE 2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER ‘24

Aug 26 First day for staff
Aug 28 Opening Mass

O-5
-0

Oct 14 Thanksgiving Day
Oct 15 School PD Day
Oct 23 Div. Board Meeting

O - 22 (46)
1-21 (40)

Dec 18 Div. Board Meeting
Dec 20 Last day before break
Dec 21-31 Christmas break
Dec 25 Christmas Day

Dec 26 Boxing Day

0 -15(80)
1-15(73)

Feb 17 Family Day

Feb 18 & 19 Unassigned time
for teachers

Feb 20 & 21 SWATCA

Feb 26 Div. Board Meeting

0-19(119)
1-15(107)

Apr 17 Last day before Easter
break

Apr 18 Good Friday

Apr 18-27 Easter break

Apr 21 Easter Monday

Apr 28 First day after break
Apr 30 Div. Board Meeting

O -16(156)
=16 (142)

Jun 25 Div. Board Meeting
Jun 25 Last day students
Jun 26 School PD Day

Jun 26 Last day for teachers

0-19 (196)
I-18 (180)

May 7 2024
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JUNE ‘25
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MARCH ‘25
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Sept 2 Labour Day

Sept 3 First day for students
Sept 25 Div. Board Meeting
Sept 30 National Day for Truth
and Reconciliation

0-19 (24)
=19

Nov 8 Wellness Day

Nov 11 Remembrance Day
Nov 12 Div. Collab. Day
Nov 27 Div. Board Meeting

0-19 (65)
I-18 (58)

Jan 1 New Year's Day
Jan 1-5 Christmas break
Jan 6 First day after break
Jan 22 Div. Board Meeting
Jan 28 Semester 2 begins
Jan 31 School PD Day

O -20 (100)
1-19 (92)

Mar 17 Div. Collab. Day
Mar 18 Spiritual Dev. Day
Mar 26 Div. Board Meeting

O-21 (140)
=19 (126)

May 19 Victoria Day
May 20 School PD Day
May 28 Div. Board Meeting

0-21(177)
1-20 (162)

No students
Stat Holidays

Div. Board Meetings
First and last days for students
First and last days for teachers



® remind

Sign up for important updates from K.
Bouchard.

Get information for Ecole St. Mary right on your phone—not on handouts.

Pick a way to receive messages for Ecole St. Mary:

@ If you have a smartphone, get push
notifications. °

On your iPhone or Android phone,

open your web browser and go to @ rmd.at/ecolestm
the following link:

Join Ecole St. Mary
rmd.at/ecolestm

Full Name

Follow the instructions to sign up First and Last Name
for Remind. You’ll be prompted to
. Phone Number or Email Address
download the mobile app.

(555) 555-5555

If you don’t have a smartphone,

get text notifications. ——
Text the message @ecolestm to the To
* Standard text message rates apply.
Message
@ecolestm

Don’t have a mobile phone? Go to rmd.at/ecolestm on a desktop computer to sign up for email notifications.


http://rmd.at/ecolestm
http://rmd.at/ecolestm
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