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5/7) February 2025 Newsletter

IMPORTANT DATES

FEB 4 — Tech Talk Night 6-7:30 pm
FEB 5 — Global Play Day

FEB 11 — Gr 6 Panago Pizza Fundraiser
FEB 12 — 100th Day!

FEB 13 — Valentine’s Dance — 6-7:30 pm

NO SCHOOL FEBRUARY 17-21 for Reading Week

FEB 24 — Grade 2 Retreat (@ Assumption
FEB 26 — Pink Shirt Day

FEB 26 - Division Board Meeting

FEB 27 — Hot Dog Sale

FEB 28 — Camo and Animal Print Day

MARCH 1 — Gr 6 Girls BB Bottle Drive West
MARCH 5 — Ash Wednesday Mass @9:30 5BI
MARCH 8 — Daylight Savings Time
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February Greetings from Mme. Bouchard

As we reach the midpoint of the school year, it's a great time to reflect on our accomplishments, check in on our goals,
and look ahead to all that’s still to come.

In mid-January, our school district shared news of an accident involving Holy Spirit students. Among those affected
were two students from our ESM community. With the family’s permission, | share this with you so that we may come
together as a Catholic faith community in prayer. Let us lift up the Bucud family in our hearts, praying for strength,
healing, and comfort during this difficult time. Their journey of recovery will take time, and they deeply appreciate the
support of our prayers. May God’s grace surround them, bringing peace and restoration.

There has been a lot happening in January! We have had Lacrosse lessons. The iSwag team has supported bringing
lacrosse, and Family Bingo to our school. After school skating was a lot of fun and has wrapped up for the year. The
grade 6 basketball season is in full swing. Go Bobcats! Our January School Council meeting was a success, thanks
to the dedicated parents and guardians who take time from their busy schedules to enhance our school community.

We are thrilled to invite you to our Family Valentine’s Dance on Thursday, February 13th, from 6:00-7:30 PM. Join
us for an evening of fun, music, and community! Glow sticks and candy bags will be available for purchase, with
proceeds supporting our School Committees (Leadership, Wellness, Faith, and Sports). There is a $1 entrance fee,
but everyone is welcome, regardless of contribution. Don’t forget to bring your water bottle—we can’t wait to see
you there!

February is shaping up to be a lively month:
Grade 6 Basketball is in full swing.

/% 100 Days of School Celebration — February 12th

Q Valentine’s (Red, Pink & Heart) Day — February 14th
Pink Shirt Day — February 26th

Q No School (Family Day Week) — February 17th—21st

New student registration begins February 1st! We are excited to welcome new families into our incredible school
community, where faith is at the heart of all we do. ESM is a place of learning, belonging, and kindness—a wonderful
environment for students to grow. "Love is spoken here." If you have not filled out your re-registration, please so so,
it helps us to plan for the upcoming school year. We are honored to journey with you and your family.

Additionally, Alberta Education is conducting its annual Assurance Surveys. Parents of Grade 4 students will receive
a mailed survey, while Grade 4 students and staff will complete theirs online at school. Your feedback is invaluable in
shaping the future of our school, and we truly appreciate your participation.

February is a time for friendship, kindness, acceptance, family, and love. Wishing you a joyful and blessed month
ahead!

Sincerely,
Mme. Bouchard
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February Greetings from Mr. Harper

Greetings to the Ecole St. Mary community as we step into February! We hope this month brings warmth,
joy, and continued growth in faith for all.

In January, students deepened their understanding of prayer, focusing on prayers of petition and learning
how the Saints can guide us in our faith life. In February, our Gospel Time will focus on prayers of blessing,
offering students the opportunity to reflect on the many ways we seek and share God’s grace. We also
explored the Apostles' Creed, reflecting on how we proclaim our beliefs.

As we look ahead, Lent begins early this year. Shrove Tuesday falls on March 4th, giving students a chance
to learn about its significance as we prepare for the Lenten season. Keep an eye out for a possible request
for volunteers to help with this special day. The next morning, Ash Wednesday Mass will take place on
March 5th at 9:30 AM at Ecole St. Mary, led by Father Kevin and our 5Bl class. We invite families to join us
if they are able.

Later this month, on February 24th, our Grade 2 students will participate in a retreat at Assumption Parish.
This is a wonderful opportunity for them to grow in their faith, and we are grateful to Assumption Parish for
hosting and to the Catholic Women’s League for providing lunch and snacks for the students.

As we continue this season of faith and reflection, the Ecole St. Mary community is praying for the wellness,
healing, and well-being of all. May this month bring renewal, peace, and strength to each of you.

"The Lord bless you and keep you: the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;
the Lord turn His face toward you and give you peace." - Numbers 6:24-26

Blessings to you all

A Prayer by St Ignatius of Loyola

O Christ Jesus,
when all is darkness
and we feel our weakness and helplessness,
give us the sense of Your presence,
Your love, and Your strength.
Help us to have perfect trust
in Your protecting love
and strengthening power,
so that nothing may frighten or worry us,
for, living close to You,
we shall see Your hand,
Your purpose, Your will through all things.
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https://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332

WINTER Drop Offf REMINDERS

g With our cold weather season upon us, it is important to
( ol ) remember some safety guidelines for getting your student into the
school safely:

e Slow Down! Walk like a penguin in slippery areas

e Remind your students to use crosswalks and avoid ice if possible
e Ensure that your student has proper winter attire, from head to toe!
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: ' : } u Wednesday,
=N February 12
IHH 6:00pm-8:00pm
Child care by
donation
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I Call: 403-320-4232

Thursday, February 6

A workshop to help parents: [
+ understand what
anxiety looks like
« develop strategies to
|'|e|p children cope
« learn about resources in
the community

« find support %%

=
Family Centre
-
E “'. - j i | e | mm Suite 225, 200 - 4 Ave. S Facehook: afamilycentreyql

.

.
Lethbridge, AB TI14C?  ® Instagram: afamilycentreyql i 3
403-320-4232 @ Linkedin: aFamily Centre Society of Southern Alberta e

Website: www.famcentre.ca
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‘ Thursday February 13th, 2025
P

PecoLe sT. MARY GRADE 6 CAM School Gym

PANAGO PIZZA
FUNDRAISER

PANAGO PIZZA NORTH: #30
2667 SCENIC DRIVE N, LETH

ON FEBERUARY Il, 2025 ALL ORDERS
PLACED DURING THE HOURS OF 1I-
Il OUR GRADE 6 CAMP WILL +

RECEIVE A PERCENTAGE OF SALES. *Candy and Glowsticks
DO NOT ORDER THROUGH 3 for Sale
§

SKIP/DOORDASH/UBER DELIVERYV. ‘

CALL 403-310-0001 OR USE THE
APP OR HEAD TO THEIR WEBSITE
WWW.PANAGO.COM TO PLACE

YOUR ORDER. IT'S BEST TO PRE-
ORDER.

HE DATE!!
JuLy %

7 gume,

\/ Qutdoor activities \ V /
v
Q,)V v s
«
e Assumption Church Hali' ] :
More details on registration to feollow

6-7:30 pm
Doors open @ 6

Admission: BY DONATION

J Suggested-$1/person-Max$5
(No one turned away) +

*Bring Your Water Bottle
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@ 2025 /2026 REGISTRATION @

D Holy Spirit

CATHOLIC SCHOOL DVISION
Bright Futures Begin Here

» Re-registration for CURRENT students starts January 13, 2025
= Registration for NEW students starts February 3, 2025

REGISTER FOR
SOTTBALL!

REGISTER AT:

www.lethbridgeminorsoftball.com
REGISTRATION RUNS JAN - MAR

Lethbridge Minor Softballs goal 1s to grow the sport of
softball while providing a great experience for kids.
We also offer a competitive provincial team for players
interested in challenging themselves further.

We helieve you are never too old to play and rezardless
of cxperience we welcome you to come out and learn
the sport of softball that provides fun with physical
activityl
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(ETHBRIDGE BULLS
"CITY CONNECT"

2025 OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL SOCCER REGISTRATION INFORMATION

www.lethbrideesoccer.com - 403-320-5425 (KICK)

OMNLINE
ONLY:
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S CRED éK/Z
W SATURDAY

SEP | |3 1 2025

\ | .- ST. MARY'S CATHEDRAL
‘ CHURCH WEDDING FOR 219 18 AVENUE SW
CIVILLY MARRIED COUPLES CALGARY, ALBERTA

As parl ol the Diocesan Pastoral Renewal in Lhis 2025 Jubilee Year of Hope, all civilly marricd couples are
warmly inviled Lo celebrale ol the Sacrament ol Malrimony, presided over by Bishop Willizun T, MeGrallan
on Salurday. Seplember. 13, 20235 al 1230 pm, al SL Mary's Cathedral.

Your marriage is a Gill - Make il a Sacramenl.

https://www.catholicyyc.ca/sacredgrace.html

January Samaritan

Superstars

* Amir 3SME

* Sebastian 1K1

IHOINS
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https://www.catholicyyc.ca/sacredgrace.html

FEBRUARY 2025

THLU FRI SAT
— “Let all that you do be
done in love.” |
1 Corinthians 1614
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Lacrosse _
i Swag Gl“]]’j“] Flay | Gr 6 Bake
Girls’ BB Boys' Gine Sale
ESM@SPFA | ESM@FLVT | o o o o Boys'
TECHPEII 6| " practice STCE@ESM
0 L id 1z i3 14 y [
LE_"EmEEE Valentine's -.-
B::-SI:?EIB 100t Day! | Dance 6-7:30 _
S-F'F:L@E gy | Girls' BB Boys’BE | Valentine's
Gr 6 Fundraiser | FLYT@ESM | St Paulg@ Day
Banags ESM
16 = 16 10 =0 =1 oo
NO SCHOOL - Reading week
29 29 25 26 il =8
Grade 2 Camo &
RE'IIEEI@ L?;I:ESEE Girls’ H[ﬂ Dﬂg Animal Gr & Girls
Aszzumption Boye’ EB ESM@C SM S-ﬂ!E Print Day EE Bottle
Girls’ BB e sr:@-: - Divisional Boys' EB February Drive West
ESM@ St Paul Eoard ESMZOLA | sccombly
Meeting
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ASH TURN
Shrove Wednesday Eoys BE Finals | cLocEs
MIass : . Jambores @
Girls' Basketball Tuesday ® 930 | Boys Basketball ESM
: Lacrosse - 5EI Practice 3-4 =
Practica . Zirls Bazkethall Girl= Final BE
i Swag ; pm S
Boys Backetball Practice Srrlmes o)
Practice 3-4 pm 3::11-::@] Counil FLVT or CSM
pm
g 10 11 12 13 14 15
Lantemn Mass in Slow
TIME celebration z Motion Gr 5's | 21 =H !‘hg{
CHAMGE! | Virtual-2/3GE Calshration of | Coleoration
Gr & Tour of SEJ Learning Learnimng
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
= .
relys | NOSCHOOL SO
Cay Spiritual Celebration 3
NO SCHOOQL- | Development & 2pm
PD DAY Day DI/ 3ME
23 24 25 26 o 28 20
Dhivisiomal .
Hot Lunch Calebration 4 @
Board M
EEIJII-E 12030 401
20 o1 1 = 3 4 5
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Grade & Estrsat
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“He ook what it mine in ordar e He mishr impar? to #ee wiar it Hic
Hi ook if pat ta overturm i but fo fB i

.ff - E%. Ambrosa
St. Ambrose 339-397 (Feast Day: December T)

S Ambrase was barnin the year 339 in the northern part of the Raman Empire. [Lis
said thal as a baby, & swarm of bees setiled on his face whilke be was in a cradle, leaving
Pl]. o l'i]:'ﬂ.i- ﬂf the iouch af honey an him. This i= why beesar.e aften mnresenl:fi with hin'! s oy mymmbeal.
L T have a honeyed longue means (o be pesaasive or swesl speaking — which Ambrose
H 0 I" = tumed out o be as a preacher baler in his life. He moved o Rame ta study, and then warked in
the goeemmerd of the Roman Empire, becoming the govemor of an anes of what is loday
narthem Ik in 372.

Proclaim!

Al zame point in his adull life, Ambrose became a Christian, bul be had nat bean baplized nor irained in
thealagy when in 374, he suddenty became the Bishap af Milan! How did this happen? In the 300s, thers was a
prie=t ramed Arus who began to teadh that (in very briel) God crealed Jesus, which meant thal Jesus was lpsser
than [and unigue fram} God. These beliefs, krown as Arisnism, threatened to divide the chuch. In large pard, this
is wihry e have the Nicene Creed today. Ambrose was known Io bath sides af the conflict s charitable and
smeking unity smangst Chrislians — which = why be was popularly installed. He was quickly baptized and
ordaired and becwme nol only the Gosvemorn, bul the Bishap, From theme, he sought bBoth unily and corresst
dactrine. He wrote axiensively, cormected the Arans, and aversam his diocese speking o promote Christizn onity
— i Tact, our papular saying taday “When in Rome, do as the Romans” derives from 51 Ambrose, o he
respanded o a confraversy aboul local customs in the church. He died in 397, was popularly canonized, and is
knpan oday 2= ane of the first four Doclors aof e Church, "

¥ The Apostles’ Creed

“_..[He] azcended into heaven...™

Far many af us, tis secion af the: Creed might reinforce & perceptan
that we hawe aboul Jesus flying away, up inta heewen af the
Ascermion. It mighl be worth questioning this perception. When we
examine Jesus’ bodily reswredion and ascension, we recognize that

Az wer seek o become Pilgrims of Hope this year, led us continwe
ta conlemplale the Creed, and how our prodamation of te Creed
uniles us= io ane another and 0 all Christians through Sme

and space.

in thi= we oo have hape for ow own ascent o the Father; bul what
mightl that mean? We could consider that 2= closer union with Ged;
not & change of physical lecation. We know al=o that Chist iold the
dizmciples that he would be with them unlil the end of the sge — naol
away fram theme So rather than thinking abawt him flying assary into
absanoe from ws, we could pander him remaining with ws, present o
us in every moment Indoing so, we can shift our guestion from “What
Woul Jesus Do? o “What is Jesus Daong?”

“Proclaiming In Our Schools

This month, we will b jeined by Trustees, dengy. seniar administation and staf and students from our
schaols as we ambark an the planning for @ new thres year fagh plan. Continuing an in our diecade-lang
traditian, your repressntatives will AFSe, reflect on what we hawe BUGE, and think asboul how we can besi
Proclaim aur faith in this nest cycle. Please pray for the success af our time fogether and the influence of the
Hely Saint io quide the development of the plan. We wand (o thank: all thoss of you who ook Sme to waich
our consullation videa o provide feadback that guided this wark, and we loak forsard o shanng the resulis
with yau laler #his spring!

o Pope‘s Prayar intentlons — For vocations to the priesthood and refigious iHa.
r- 1 Let L= pray that he ecclesial community might welcome the desires and doubis of Shose
o ) ! youing people who feel a call io serve Chrisl's mission in he priesthood and religious life.

Hicime Pags 'J-"




Division Parishes

“ _.mot neglecting 1o meet together, as iz the habit of soms, bur encowraging one arnother,
and all the more az vou ses the Dav approaching.”

]
Assumption Church
Lethbridge
Father Eeavin Tumback

Father Sanliago Tomes

Mass | Saturday): 300 pm

Mass [ Sunday):
9:00 am
600 prm

2405126 Avanus S

Lafhioridge, AE TIE OP4
Tl 403-2Z7-B931

i

Ss. Peter & Paul Parish
Lethbridge

Father Gary Sadgwick
Mass | Sunday): 10-00 am
E43 128 Sirecl M

Lathoricge. A8 T1H ZLE
Tak 403-328-4753

5t Augustinme Parish
Taber

Father Philip Van Tinh Le
Mass | Saturday): 300 pm
Mass [ Sunday): 3:00 am

GODO-2Bth AwRnui
Tabar, 42 T1G 1T4
Tl 403-TF3-2225

Hetraws 10:25

‘ = ~]1ii|

5t. Basil's Church
Lethbridge

Father Kewin Tumbasds
Father Santiago Tomes

Mass (Saturday): 7-00 pm
Mass [Sunday):
7:30 am | 11:00 am

&4 13 Sireat M

Lathbiridgya, 88 TIH Z57
Tad: £03-327-8831

[

5t. Ambrose Parish
Coaldale

Father lan Gagme

Mass | Sundayl):
3200 am | 4:00 prm

1523-23rd Avanug
Coaldale, 8B TIM 1E2
Tiad: £03-345-3400

" o
ik
St Michael's Parish
Bow Island
Father Wajciech Jarzecki
Mass (Saturday): 5:00 pm
Mass [Sunday): 9:00 am

110115k Siraat E.
Bl Island, AB  TOE 0G0
Tal: £03.545.Z0F3
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5t Martha’s Parish
Lethbridge

Father William Mon=
Mass | Saturday): 3:00 pm

Mass [ Sunday):
9:00 am | 11:00 am

366 Columibia Bksd. W,
Lefioridoe, AE TIK OYE
Tl 403-321-88T1

st. Catherine Parish
Picture Butte

Father lan Gagne

Mass [ Sunday): 11:00 am

Th2 Crastant fonditiog
Piclunz Bulla, A2 TOH 1v0
Tl 403-F32-2£33

5t. Michael's Parish
Fincher Creek

Father Marino Infarme
Mass | Saturday): 7:00 pm
Mass (Sunday): 1000 am

A58 Chrisfa Awanui; Bog 339
Pinchar Crasali, AE TOK 190
Tl 403-5Z7.3071




