École St. Mary School Council Monthly Meeting
March 12, 2026 – 6:00 pm
Mission Statement: To support and enhance student learning in our school community.

1. Opening Prayer
· Land Acknowledgement- led by Justin



2. Call to Order
· Welcome and Introductions- Secretary- Megan
· Attendance:  Kiera, Justin, Brody, Lindsay, Mrs. Rose, Jeremy, Jodi, Temi, Megan, Wendy, Malorie, and Heather
· Approval of Agenda: Motion by Heather, Seconded by Malorie
·  All in Favor
· Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Motion by Heather, Seconded by Malorie
· All in Favor



3. Reports
Division Report- covered by Brody as Roisin sends her regrets
i. Council of Councils
Council of Councils- Every school has representative go to the board twice a year. Our school council is rocking it for numbers. Number one topic was staffing and inclusive education. Our school was not designated a complexity team (the government decided where those 5 complexity teams went) 

School Report
1. School Update~ February (Jordan’s Principle, Nutrition)
2. Staffing~ Mr. Harper will be the new Associate Principal at St. Kateri, Lorraine Visser and Sarah Holley working afternoons.
3. School Activities~Basketball, Leadership Club, Photography with Leadership, BBBS, Go Girls Grade 4, Lenten Mass, Celebrations/Liturgies, Student Faith Retreat Day, Global Play Day, Pink Shirt Day, Valentine’s Day and dance, 100th Day, Drumming Club, Science Sizzle, Badminton, Father Kevin visit. 
4. Alberta Assurance Measure Survery~ Grade 4 students and parents
5. Town Hall~ Wednesday, March 18th CCH East, Monday March 23rd Virtual 5pm
6. Grade 6 Camp Update and Fundraising~ (Upcoming: Beef Jerky, Spring Flowers/Veggies, Kernels, Hot Dog’s, Bottle Drive (ongoing), Cookie Crimes, Panago Pizza Night April 28th. Thanks to the Grade 6 Fundraising parents!
7. Celebration of Learning/Interviews~Wednesday, March 25th and Thursday March 26th. Scholastic Book Fair was March 11th and 12th.
8. Upcoming: Science 3/4 and 5/6’s, STC Play (March 25th and 26th), FLVT Play (May 5th and 6th), SFJH Play (May 12th and 14th), Grade 6 Tours @ SFJH, Arts Alive, Father Santiago visit, Ordinary Heroes April 20th.
9. DREC~Faith Update and Lent
10. Other~

Faith Report
DREC Update – Faith Life
· The school celebrated its Lenten Mass on February 25th with Father Kevin, hosted by the 5BI and 5GI classes.
· The student retreat took place in early March, organized by the school Faith Committee and led by Face to Face Ministries (Adam and Tharin). Students participated in talks, prayer experiences, music, and activities focused on faith and the Lenten journey.
· Lenten celebrations have begun across the school, starting with a virtual celebration created by the 2GE class. 
· The 3DI and 3ME classes hosted an in-person Lenten celebration today.

Upcoming Celebrations
· March 17 – 11:15 AM: 4CI Lenten celebration
· March 26 – 8:30 AM: 5GI & 5BI Lenten celebration
· April 2 – 1:30 PM: Stations of the Cross (Holy Thursday)

Families are invited to attend these in-person celebrations.
Father Kevin also visited classrooms today, sharing pastoral guidance with students.

Because school will not be in session on Easter Monday, the 3ME and 3DI classes will share a virtual Resurrection celebration during the week of April 13th.

These celebrations continue to support the faith life of the school and provide opportunities for student leadership in prayer and reflection.

Treasurer’s Report
Bank balance as of March 12, 2026 is $7,688.62.
Commitments for 2025/26 year
· $1,500.00 for Field trips
· $1,000.00 for Henderson Year End trip
· $2,000.00 for Grade 6 camp
· $1,200.00 for Mac books
Funds after commitments is $6,689.05

Norm is to leave around 2000 to carry forward to next year. So we have some spending to do. 

Motion to approve the minutes: Motion by Jeremy   Seconded by Temi



4. Old Business
· Review of Action Items from Previous Meeting
· Ongoing Projects
i. Mural Updates
Discussions have been underway. Locations of the two murals have been thoroughly discussed and decided. The murals themselves have been narrowed down to be ‘Jesus with the Children’ and ‘Noah’s Ark’. 
The artist (is from Edmonton) engages with schools, staff and students. 
Working on funding and snagging a grant. May 1 is the deadline for applying for the grant with the AFA. Usually takes 3-6 months to hear back. 
February 2027 is the projected date for start. 
· Grade 6 camp – fundraisers underway
i. Hot dog lunch, Bake sale, Beef Jerky, Flowers, Papago Pizza night,
Cookie crimes, Kernels popcorn, Ability Bottle drive.
Goal is to raise 500 from each fundraisers. 
Panago Pizza on the Northside- 15-20% April 28 sales come back to the school. 
Cookie Crimes and Kernels popcorn fundraisers to come. 



5. New Business
· New ideas need to be communicated with Chair prior to meeting to
ensure added
· Ukulele funding request from Mr Baptista. $700 
Student council was able to give funds last year but the 700 funding was a 3 year plan. To help replace the ukuleles that are 30 years old. He was able to get a deal last year but is still looking for more financial help. 
· ESM Wish List
· Support for turkey dinner (contributions were made earlier this year)
· Basketball backboards (contributions were made earlier this year)
· Continue ukulele purchase (approved last year as part of a 3-year evergreening plan) 
· Sacrament gifts (500 for sacrament gifts lasted about 5yrs and only now running low)
· Benches for gym (Kiera will put together a quote estimate for the benches)
· Document camera
· Chromebooks (a few)
· Alternative seating for each class (wobble stools, etc)
· 24 acme toy siren whistles for the music room ( approximately total cost for all 24 whistles =$30 )
· Mosaic
· Floor Curl Kit (rocks and rings) 
· Gaga balls pits for outside
· New Team jerseys
· Instrument repair (orff repair) (Camille will looking into orff repair and see if the previously used Orff Doctor is still in business.)

· Pledge 500 for sacramental gifts, 1500 for instruments, 1000 for classroom supplies (for example document cameras, seating and sirens)
· Pledged previously 1200 for Mac books/Chromebooks 
· Motion to approve items as listed: Motion by Wendy, Seconded by Lindsay

· School Council Engagement Fund-$500 (use it or lose it)
Previous years- Flags in the Library, Books (eg. Anxious Generation), Blanket exercise 	
Ideas- Blackfoot Name on a banner, or maybe something from the wishlist that would meet the requirements

· Planning for Upcoming Events
i. School plays advertising- might get a request to put an advertisement in their brochure but no requests have come forward

· Hot Lunch
i. Next Date and location
 Boston Pizza- to be set for early May



6. Guest Speaker/Presentation
· (Place holder)



7. Closing Remarks
· Samaritan Stars
· Megan: Justin- you’re going to be missed
· Wendy: Jeremy and Savio for all the hard work on the mosaic
· Keira:  Angela for the Scholastic book fair- first one and it was smooth
· Everyone: Angela –Talbot touch- For engaging with the kids and getting them excited about reading and Library
· Justin: to everyone in council. Student council is rare to find one a great as this one. Thank you to everyone- you make it the community it is. 
· Next Meeting Date – May 21st , 6pm ESM
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