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MARCH NEWSLETTER 2025 

IMPORTANT DATES 
March 4 – Shrove Tuesday 
March 5 – Ash Wednesday Mass at 9:30 (5BI) 

-School Council at 6 PM 
March 7 – Boys’ Final Basketball Jamboree at ESM 

- Girls’ Final Basketball Jamboree at FLVT or CSM 
March 10 – Lenten Celebration 2 – Virtual (2/3GE) 

-Grade 6 Tour of St Francis Junior High 
March 12 – Mass In Slow Motion Grade 5s 

- Celebration of Learning Evening 
March 13 - - Celebration of Learning Evening 
March 14 – Student Retreat  
March 17 – NO SCHOOL – Divisional Collaboration Day 
March 18 – NO SCHOOL – Spiritual Development Day 
March 19 – Science Event after school @ 3 pm 
March 20 – Lenten Celebration 3 – 2 PM (3DI/3ME)  
March 26 – Divisional Board Meeting 
March 27 – Hot Lunch Taco Bell 
March 28 – Lenten Celebration 4 – 10:30 (4CI) 
March 31 – Grade 6 Retreat at Assumption 
 
APRIL  
3 - Lenten Celebration 5 @ 11 - In person (4/5GI) 
7 – Green Shirt Day 
   - Lenten Celebration 6 – (Staff) 
18 – Good Friday – NO SCHOOL 
19-27 – Easter Holidays   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basketball! 

100th DAY 

Valentine’s Day  
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March Message From Mm Bouchard 
We’ve officially reached the halfway mark of the school year! March brings with it the promise of change—winter’s chill 
slowly gives way to the warmth and renewal of spring. This month also marks the season of Lent, a meaningful time to 
grow in faith through prayer, almsgiving, and fasting. As we prepare our hearts for Easter, may we embrace this time 
of reflection, hope, and renewal. 

Looking back on February, our school was buzzing with energy and joy. It was a month full of special moments as we 
celebrated Global Play Day, 100th Day, Valentine’s Dance with DJ Ferdie, Valentine’s Day, French Cultural Show! 
Classes have been out skating, dress up days and our grade 2 retreat. Of course we could never do such things 
without parent volunteers! Thank you! There were also wonderful opportunities for community feedback at our 
Boundary Consultations. Senior Administration and Trustees are working hard to plan forward for our division, for our 
children, and hear your feedback for forward planning. We were also very blessed to have Bishop McGrattan, our 
Superintendent, Chantel Axani, and Director of Religious Education,, Aaron Skretting,  visit us. What an extraordinary 
gift to have His Excellency make some time to get in to see students. This was a wonderful experience and 
opportunity for students and staff alike. What a blessing! 

As always, there is much to look forward to in the coming weeks! Our students continue to engage in enriching 
extracurriculars, including Chess Club, Open Gym, Drumming Club and and Grade 6 Basketball windup. . The final 
basketball jamboree takes place on March 7th. Good luck to our Bobcats! Additionally, on March 13th, our students 
will have the opportunity to attend the St. Francis production—an event sure to inspire!  

Our School Council continues to work so hard for our students. They have funded 2 new iPads, flags for our gathering 
space, new helmets, books for adults, ukeleles for our music program, money towards field trips, art supplies, and 
much more. Dear School Council, you are extraordinary and the work you do to support students and staff at our 
school is exceptional. Thank you! Our next meeting is Wednesday, March 5th. If you have ever wondered about 
coming out, you should, It is an extraordinary group of parents doing great things for kids. 

We are excited to invite you to our Celebration of Learning Evenings/Interviews on Wednesday, March 12th, and 
Thursday, March 14th. These meetings are a valuable opportunity to connect with your child’s teacher, celebrate 
their progress and achievements, and collaborate on strategies for a strong finish to the school year. As partners in 
your child’s education, these conversations play a crucial role in reinforcing learning and setting the stage for 
continued success. Plus, it’s always wonderful to hear just how amazing your child is! We encourage you to attend 
and be part of this important experience. 

As we prepare for the upcoming school year, we encourage families to complete re-registration as soon as 
possible to ensure their child’s place in our school community. If you know a family considering École St. Mary for 
their child’s education, please invite them to visit our website to fill out a New Student Registration form. Our office 
team is happy to assist with any questions—just give us a call at 403-327-3098. We look forward to another fantastic 
year together! 

Wishing you and your family a peaceful and grace-filled Lenten season. May this time of reflection and renewal 
deepen your faith and bring you closer together. Please know that you are in our prayers, and we are grateful to walk 
this journey with you. 

Warm regards, 
Kiera Bouchard 
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March Message from Mr Harper 
As we welcome the month of March, we are grateful for the beautiful weather this past weekend and the 
promise of spring ahead. With the arrival of Lent, we enter a season of reflection, prayer, and renewal, 
embracing this opportunity to grow in faith as a school community. 

We begin the month with Shrove Tuesday on March 4th, when students will enjoy a delicious pancake and 
sausage breakfast thanks to our amazing volunteers, including parents, staff, School Council, and members 
of the Catholic Women’s League. A big thank you to St. Francis for providing space to cook and to everyone 
who is making this special morning possible! 

On March 5th at 9:30 AM, we will gather at École St. Mary for our Ash Wednesday Mass, marking the 
beginning of Lent. We are excited to welcome Father Santiago to celebrate with us. Our 5BI class is hosting, 
and we extend our gratitude to Father Santiago, our music ministry classes, Mr. George, and everyone 
involved. Families are welcome to join us for this special Mass. 

Throughout Lent, we will have weekly Lenten celebrations. Our first, on March 10th, will be a virtual 
celebration led by 2/3GE and shared with all classrooms. We also have two in-person celebrations, and 
families are invited to attend: 

• March 20th at 2:00 PM, hosted by 3DI/3ME 
• March 28th at 10:30 AM, hosted by 4CI 

Additional celebrations, including our Stations of the Cross on Holy Thursday, will be shared in the April 
newsletter. 

This year, we are excited to host our Student Retreat on March 14th. We will welcome students from 
Catholic Central High School along with AJ Barrows, our Family Life Coordinator from All Saints Parish, to 
help guide the day. This retreat will provide students with an opportunity to learn more about their faith, 
strengthen our school community, and reflect on the Lenten season. A big thank you to everyone helping to 
make this day possible—we can’t wait! 

Another noteworthy initiative to be aware of is the ongoing fundraiser in support of the Holy Spirit School 
Division’s Chalice project. This year, we are continuing to contribute to St. Odilia School for the Visually 
Impaired. If you would also like to donate, please follow this link. As a school division, we are trying to raise 
enough money to build a block of classrooms for St. Odilia and help improve the things that help their 
community learn! This is an excellent opportunity to commit to one of the pillars of Lent: almsgiving. 

As we journey through Lent together, may we take time to reflect, grow, and pray for one another. 

"Let us not grow weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up." – 
Galatians 6:9 

Blessings to you all! 

https://holyspirit.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/2/179/false/true?fundDestination=Chalice-%20St.%20Odilia%27s%20Project
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Early Pick Ups at the School…… 

Registration time in the office is a busy time of year-and our 
office appreciates help to coordinate early pick ups of students! 

You can help us out: 

• Try to call or email at least 30 minutes before pick up 
• Make sure to come in to the office to sign out your child 
• Your patience is appreciated in this process! 

IF YOU NEED TO LET US KNOW OF A PICK UP: 

 Call us at 403-327-3098   OR  email the office at 
esmoffice@holyspirit.ab.ca 

 

 

 
REGISTRATIONS for the 2025-2026 school year are now open! 

Have you re-registered your student for another year with us? 

Go to your Parent PowerSchool, and then SchoolEngage to find the registration form 

                 

mailto:esmoffice@holyspirit.ab.ca
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ESM Growing Smiles Fundraiser 2025  
(Press CTRL and then Click)  

https://ecolestmaryschool.growingsmilesfundraising.com/home
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MARCH’S WINNING 
HOUSE TEAM IS: 

 

MARCH SAMARITAN 
SUPERSTARS! 

    Sope in 3DI 

    Bryan in 3DI 
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